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FISHING AND DIVING THE CAPES

FISHING INSHORE

Spring lures in beauties round the Capes

NICE
DAY’S
WORK:
Two happy
lads with a
solid
queeny and
a solid
pinky.

FIRE UP THE BARBIE: Above left, Rod Pickering with a
black bream. Above right, Browny with a dhuie. Below, Ant and
Pippi check out a nice catch in the kitchen.

IN THE PINK: Ryan Lynn with a stunning pink snapper.

ALL SMILES: Aldo McLaren had a good
Sunday’s fishing, catching this beauty off
Gracetown.

WHAT a great start to spring, light
northerly winds and a couple of days of
low swell have given us the opportunity
to get close to the water’s edge to throw a
bait out. 

The target species in these conditions
is the King George Whiting and sand
whiting which can be found all along our
coast in the cooler water of winter.
Mixed in with the rat pack of herring and
skippy you will also come across good
sized tarwhine and the odd flathead.

The beach fishing is firing with some

really solid tailor still being landed from
our beaches. The occasional salmon has
been landed in the frenzy of mulie shred-
ders, but these are usually juveniles.
Mulies are still the best bait for any of the
above mentioned, but if you are looking
for a firmer bait then I would suggest
using some garfish. If you do find your-
self with a free day up your sleeve and
the southerly winds blowing then race
up to Geo Bay and have sniff around for
some blue swimmer crabs, they are up
there in numbers and of good size.

FISHING OFFSHORE
The same conditions that provide good
shore based fishing are not always
favourable for offshore fishing and the
conditions this past month have not real-
ly been the best. 

The days that did allow us to get out
were more than fruitful and there have
been good numbers of dhuies, pink
snapper and solid red snapper landed
from Cape to Cape. Those that have

trolled lures have picked up some really
nice sized southern bluefin tuna and
bonito. There are plagues of sambos on
all of the deeper structure out in the 20-
30m ground and they can be annoying if
you are wanting to target demersals.  

Mixed in with the cold water pelagics
are plenty of eating size bronzies so look
at running some wire if you find yourself
getting bitten off all the time.

FREEDIVING AND SPEARFISHING
If only the water would settle a little
quicker and we would actually be able to
see the bottom of the ocean we are diving
in or some fish to dive on. The west coast
has not really given us too many days for
diving over the last four weeks but Geo
Bay has on those southerly days. 

Two weeks ago four senior and two
junior members of the CapeFreedivers
scored an epic day off Dunsborough
with some great fish landed.  Lots of
solid skippy were seen and landed and
juniors had the chance to swim with dhu-
fish and watch as the fathers landed a
couple of solid samson fish from a shore
dive. 

As soon as the water clears a little
more I will be taking the opportunity to
go and dive for blue swimmer crabs from
the shore, but at present it is far too
murky up there still.

Just a reminder that there is a demersal

closure from October 15 to December 15
(inclusive) and that Western Fisheries
has also announced that there will be
new changes to the bag limits and escape
gap size for Western Rock Lobsters this
season, so be sure to keep yourself up to
date with the rules and regulations at
www.fish.wa.gov.au or go to our face-
book page for the link directly to the
rules. 

If you have any more questions come
in and see us here at the shop. Till next
month safe fishing or freediving.

Last of all if you would like to vote for
us in the Margaret River Chamber of
Commerce People’s Choice Award –
please go to our facebook and click on
this link  www.surveymonkey.
com/s/YTZ2LFJ - last day to do this is
today – we would appreciate your sup-
port.

–Ant Bostock
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Ph / Fax 9758 8966
Shop 1 / 40 Station Road
Margaret River, WA 6285

www.downsouthcamping.com.au

Open 7 Days

2550510

Quality Gear - Competitive Prices - Expert AdviceNEW COMPANION TOP LOADER BACKPACK
GREAT VALUE AT $129.95
• Breathable hollow chamber foam provides optimum comfort

• Contoured waist straps provide optimum weight distribution to your hips

• Tough abdominal straps and adjustable sternum straps ensure a secure fit

• Aeroflow Technology promotes continuous air movement
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